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June 27, 2017 

Impact of Crane & SUV on Clarke Road In London, Ontario 

In one of the more unusual collisions in the London, Ontario region, a very large mobile 

crane was southbound on Clarke Road in London, Ontario yesterday, June 26, 2013, 

when it collided head-on with a northbound SUV resulting in severe structural intrusion 

of the SUV’s roof into its front occupant compartment. 

The photo below show the general site, looking north, with the crane stopped in the 

southbound lanes and the SUV at rest on the east road edge. 

 

View, looking north, toward the accident site on Clarke Road just north of Parkhurst 
Ave. 
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The additional two photos below show closer, northerly views of the vehicles at their rest 

positions. 

 

View from west roadside showing the vehicles at their final rest positions. 

 

Northerly view from the east roadside showing the vehicles at their final rest positions. 
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The following three photos show the SUV at its rest position. 

 

View of SUV at its rest position on the east curb of Clarke Road. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/13-1.jpg


 

View of SUV at its rest position. 
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View of SUV at its rest position. 

The following three photos show the mobile crane at its rest position. 
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View, looking north, at the mobile crane at its rest position. 
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Northerly view of mobile crane at its rest position. The yellow cones and debris in front 
of the crane is where the impact occurred. 
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View, looking northwest, at the final rest position of the mobile crane. 

Once the vehicles were removed the physical evidence of the impact could be visualized 

on the road surface. The photo below shows a view looking toward the northwest 

showing the trail of fluids that escaped from the front end of the SUV as it slid to its final 

rest position in the foreground. 
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View of fluid trail leading from the area of impact to the final rest position of the SUV on 
the foreground. 

Such fluid trails are typical in most major, head-on impacts. The photo below is a view 

looking southbound toward the area of impact in the southbound passing lane. The trail 

of fluid caused by the SUV can be readily seen leaving the area of impact. 
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View, looking south, showing the physical evidence left at the area of impact. 

It was reported that the two elderly occupants of the SUV sustained injuries but 

survived. Given the extent of roof intrusion into the centre of the front seating area the 

scenario could have been worse, although the extent of the injuries is yet to be known. 

June 25, 2013 

Drivers, Cyclists & Pedestrians – A Common Traffic Safety Mix and Risk in 

Summer 

Not surprisingly, each summer presents a different mix of issues, but the risks of 

collisions between larger vehicles, cyclists and pedestrians remain. As exemplified below 

from incidents observed on June 21, 2013 in the vicinity of London, Ontario. 
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The risk of pedestrian mid-block crossings is often greater at certain locations such as 

on Highbury Avenue, just north of Oxford Street in London, where a local high school 

ensures that there will be plenty of students in the area. 

 

Pedestrian running westbound across the northbound lanes of Highbury Avenue just 
north of Oxford Street. 

Traffic on Highbury is often travelling quite quickly in this area which makes this a more 

difficult and common problem. 

In other areas such as the north-east of London there are a larger percentage of large 

trucks and farm machinery using two-lane roads such as Fanshawe Park Road, as shown 

in the photo below. 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/1-2.jpg


 

Large trucks need to share the two lanes of eastbound Fanshawe Park Road, east of 
Highbury Avenue. 

It becomes a little tricky when one driver does not recognize the need to move over, and 

disaster strikes. 
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Accommodation to suit the scenario is an important requirement in traffic safety. 

All drivers need to accommodate to each other and understand what adjustments are 

required beyond the formal rules of the road. The scenario above was observed on 

Fanshawe Park Road between Highbury Avenue and Clarke Road in London. 

Our accommodation is also required when we approach cyclists from the rear. Cyclists 

do not follow a perfectly straight path but often move from side-to-side. We must give 

them plenty of space. 
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We need to use caution when approaching cyclists on the highway as cycles do not 
always follow a perfectly straight path. 

Summer involves accommodation and awareness of the needs of other drivers, cyclists 

and pedestrians. But that is not new, it’s required whenever we are on a public road. 

June 19, 2013 

Fatal Tree Impact on Brantford Road 

News media have reported that Tillsonburg, Ontario resident, Brandon Hahn, 30, was 

killed Tuesday night when his 2004 Mazda RX8 was northbound on Brantford Road, 

entered the north ditch and collided with a tree. 

Some of those facts are true but the details are missing. We examined the collision site 

this afternoon. There was little evidence to indicate what caused the initial problem. The 

vehicle approached a right curve but there was no evidence of the vehicle’s motion until 
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it had already entered the north gravel shoulder on its way to a steep drop off of the 

roadside and into a glancing impact with the noted tree. But that is not quite the full 

story. The vehicle did not stop at the tree impact but carried on for quite a distance 

through the underbrush before coming to rest against another clump of small trees. 

Once the vehicle left the north roadside it was almost impossible to locate its travel path 

along the north roadside due to the density of the underbrush. 

We decided to conduct our first official testing of the slope of the south shoulder as we 

suspected that the Mazda travelled on that surface before or during its loss-of-control. 

We set-up our iPhone app onto the Gryo setting and placed one of our GoPro cameras 

onto its face to capture the readings. We also placed additional cameras: one pointing at 

our right-front wheel, our speedometer and a view pointing forward through our 

windshield. In the beginning of our testing we simply rode northward at a slow speed of 

10 km/h along the south shoulder while documenting the difference in slope of that 

south shoulder. Quite interesting and educational. We then returned to our starting 

position and began several runs at speeds of 60 to 80 km/h while purposely travelling 

onto the south gravel shoulder to document the response of our test vehicle. This is 

something that we intend to engage in over future examinations of fatal collision sites to 

examine what may be causing vehicles to enter into a state of loss-of-control. For 

example, at the present site the slope of the south shoulder was in the range of about 5% 

and dropped below that occasionally while increasing to a maximum of 7 to 8 %. That 

could be a problem and one of the reasons why the vehicle could have gone out of 

control. But we will be studying issues like these in the near future. 

Critique of CAA Ontario’s Worst Roads Campaign 

There is no doubt that certain aspects of the Canadian Automobile Association’s “Worst 

Roads” campaign are better than nothing at all. But there are some major drawbacks 

that may not only result in false analysis but could also cause dangerous repercussions 

to Ontario’s driving community. 



 

Do drivers who provide their complaints to the CAA campaign understand what road 
features are dangerous and require immediate repair? 

The CAA program solicits members of the public to go to their website and provide a 

complaint about a roadway that they deem to be bad, dangerous or need of repair. The 

numbers of complaints are then tallied and posted where news media provide a list of 

the 10 worst roads in Ontario. This seemingly good-will gesture by the CAA is in the 

hope that more attention will be paid to improving road conditions in Ontario. But the 

reality is that the campaign can actually have the opposite effect. 

The reasons for conducting road repairs and improvements are technically based with 

specific guidelines that have been established from decades of solid, scientific research. 

The municipalities and the Province of Ontario must follow these procedures so that 

money is allocated to those areas or roads where there will be the greatest benefit and 

effect. Each Municipality must maintain an inventory of all its roads and must, in 

theory, document any deficiencies. These deficiencies are then prioritized, in theory, 
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according to rigid rules that must be adhered to…or so it used to be, before the Province 

reverted to a “wild wild west” where rules no longer seem to apply. When the public, 

CAA, news personalities and politicians get involved they apply pressure to break those 

rules even though they have no reasonable knowledge of what dangerous acts they are 

engaged in. When these entities force local municipal roads departments to ignore the 

scientific rules and repair roads out of priority this means that roads with a higher 

priority do not get repaired and bad things happen. 

The general public had no understanding of what represents a dangerous road. It has 

picked Wharncliffe Road South as one of the top 10 worst roads in Ontario. While there 

are some safety issues with that stretch of road it is not the monster that the news media 

in London have played it to be. Pot holes may be uncomfortable and if they are not large 

they can be driven over without much effect on the mechanical condition of the vehicle. 

The news outlets in London as well as in many Ontario municipalities have failed to 

provide an educational program that would explain to the general public how road 

repairs are prioritized and why. Such a program should inform the public of what is 

important and what is not. 

However, this continues to be a problem when the actions of municipalities continue to 

be held in secret, as if knowledge of their actions were to depend on our national 

security. As we have said so often, this secrecy is driven by civil litigation and the 

worries that municipalities have of being sued. This process is destructive as it hides 

genuine safety problems on our roads while keeping the general public in the dark and 

uninformed. 

June 14, 2013 

Federal Member of Canadian Parliament Ed Holder’s Discussion of His 

Collision & Our Comments 

Today’s London Free Press newspaper ran an editorial column written by Ian Gillespie 

wherein he discussed his interview with Federal Member of Parliament Ed Holder and 

the collision he and his wife were reportedly involved in on Saturday, June 8, 2013 at 

the intersection of Nauvoo Road and Egremont Road, about halfway between the cities 

of London and Sarnia, Ontario. 



The editorial was focused on the issue that Mr. Holder was an innocent westbound 

driver who was confronted by an eastbound vehicle that suddenly turned left in front of 

his vehicle. It described how Mr. Holder and his wife narrowly escaped serious injury 

and it focused on the revelation that unexpected events can occur that are beyond your 

control therefore, as a driver, you should always apply your full attention to your driving 

task. 

 

View of Mr. Ed Holder reported submitted to the London Free Press by himself as part 
of the editorial article written by Mr. Ian Gillespie of the London Free Press. 

The piece of writing initially caught our attention because of the subject matter of a 

collision but as we read on we were aware that the collision site being discussed was one 

that we had attended previously on another matter. In August of 2011, we had examined 

the site with respect to a 2-vehicle collision. Subsequently we set up some video cameras 

and documented the motions of vehicles passing through the intersection. It caught our 

attention at that time that there were a large number of vehicles stopping at the stop 

http://gorskiconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Ed-Holder-Collision-at-Nauvoo-Egremont-Roads.jpg


signs and attempting to pass through the intersection and therefore we were concerned 

about the safety of those drivers. 

The story describing Mr. Holder’s collision contained some errors, as would be 

expected, about the actual facts. But more importantly it failed to highlight that Mr. 

Holder’s collision was not something produced out of thin air, but that the conditions at 

the intersection should cause one to be concerned. 

For example, after reading Mr. Holder’s story we returned to the site and examined the 

evidence. The markings and debris were all still there and it was possible to follow the 

paths of both vehicles to their final rest positions. We set up another round of video 

cameras and began further documentations of the traffic but this time in more detail. 

The results of this study may be difficult to develop due to the large time expenditure 

that would be required to analyse the data. But, as we stood by and observed the 

intersection we began to count the number of vehicles passing along Egremont Road 

(the uncontrolled road) versus the number of vehicles attempting to enter the 

intersection from the stop sign on Nauvoo Road. In a relatively brief period of 

observation of perhaps only 15 to 20 minutes we observed that about 75 vehicles 

travelled east/west along the uncontrolled Egremont Road used by Mr. Holder. In 

contrast there were about 126 vehicles that passed through the intersection heading 

north/south on Nauvoo Road. Now that appears somewhat strange. 

Why would you place a stop sign on a road where the volume of traffic is almost 2 times 

greater than on the uncontrolled road? Yet, no one appears to be aware of this. 

Once we conduct some more detailed analysis, if we have time, we may write a more 

detailed article about this issue that we will upload to the Articles page of this website. 

June 10, 2013 

Fatality Claimed From Deer Impact Was Likely From Fire 

News media can influence what the public perceives to be important and that became 

evident from a news Guelph Mercury newspaper article entitled “1 dead, 1 hurt vehicle 

hits deer, then another vehicle near Peterborough“.  



The important information that the reporter failed to mention in this attention-grabbing 

title is that the vehicle caught fire and the driver became trapped in the burning vehicle. 

Witnesses attempted to free the trapped man but were unsuccessful. 

News media treat vehicle fires as if they are commonplace, acceptable consequences of 

collisions and this is the message that the public receives and also accepts. But that is 

not reality. Collisions should not result in fires. There are federal safety standards in 

North America that require vehicles to be manufactured to prevent fires. In fact 

controlled impact testing is performed by federal agencies to ensure that fires do not 

develop and vehicles can be recalled if the potential for a fire, such as a fuel system 

rupture, is created. 

Whenever a fire develops following a collision, even if it is a minor one it should be 

reported to a federal transportation agency such as Transport Canada or NHTSA. This is 

so because these agencies look for trends in the general population of vehicles on the 

road because crash testing can only be performed to a limited number of vehicles. 

Unfortunately agencies that should know better, such as police, fire departments and 

insurance companies, do not understand the importance of these occurrences and fail to 

inform the noted federal agencies resulting in potentially dangerous consequences. 

So our job is to inform the public when the official news agencies fail to do so. When you 

see a vehicle fire report it, not just to the police and fire officials but also to your federal 

transportation agency that is responsible for the vehicle safety standards. 

June 7, 2013 

Fatal Loss-of- Control Collision in Thorold Ontario – A Common 

Occurrence 

Over the years, when we have discussed common dangers in motor vehicle accident 

reconstruction, we have referred to a scenario similar to the tragic collision that 

occurred in Thorold, Ontario on Tuesday evening, June 4, 2013. 



 

Photo, taken by Dan Dakin, St. Catharines Standard newspaper, showing the typical tire 
marks at the collision site on Holland Road indicating that a vehicle rotated counter-

clockwise into an impact with a tree. 

The St. Catharines Standard newspaper reported that, four young people were in the 

westbound 2007 Saturn Ion and that the right-front occupant, Brittany Masonovich, 21, 

sustained fatal injuries in the crash. Police were quoted as saying “The driver failed to 

negotiate a left hand bend in the roadway, causing the right side tires to leave the 

north edge of the roadway. The driver over corrected the Saturn, causing the vehicle to 

cross both lanes and leave the roadway and strike a tree in the area of the front 

passenger door”. 

Masonovich was the owner of the Saturn yet the driver was an unidentified 22-year-old 

male that Masonovich has just started dating. Thus it is likely that the driver would not 

have been familiar with driving the vehicle. A witness complained that “Every winter 

someone ends up in our garden, I don’t know what they can do because it’s already 50 
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km/h. People just have to slow down”. Investigating police were quoted as saying that 

speed was a factor in the crash. 

There are many mis-understandings and errors in this reported information and this is 

also common. Rather than focusing on these negatives we want to indicate that there are 

objective methods available to study how and why loss-of-control events occur. 

One of the tools we have been exploring during vehicle testing involves the use of an 

iPhone app that displays the data from the gyros of the iPhone which identify how the 

iPhone is positioned and how it is being moved. When placed inside a vehicle those data 

can help to detect the orientation of that vehicle as well as the changes in its motion. 

This very inexpensive tool can be used to provide useful information about the forces 

exerted on a vehicle as it travels around the bend of a rural road such as the one being 

discussed in the present collision. The photo below shows the face of our iPhone and the 

app in the “Gyro” function which displays the phone’s position and motion. 

 

View of face of iPhone while placed on the top of a desk with the Gyro function of its app 
displaying the orientation and motion of the phone. 
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There are 6 data that are displayed on the phone’s face. The row of three values across 

the bottom (-0.5, -0.5 and 122.9) display the current orientation of the iPhone while the 

upper row of three values (-0.8, 0.8 and -0.6) display how that orientation is changing 

within the three axes of the unit. This is very useful information. If we were to drive 

down Holland Road a videotaping of the face of this iPhone would provide us with a 

record of the orientation and change in motion of the test vehicle. So the bottom row of 

values would tell us whether the vehicle’s front/rear is being displaced so that its 

pointing angle (up/down) is changing. It will tell us whether the vehicle’s lateral angle 

indicates that the vehicle is being rocked from side-to-side. The change in the pointing 

angle will also tell us if the vehicle’s pointing angle is changing.  

But that is not all. The upper row tells us how quickly these motions are changing in 

degrees per second. So the “x” value will tell us how quickly the front end of the vehicle 

is dipping down or how quickly the rear end is lifting up, or vise versa. The “y” value will 

tell us the same about the sideways rocking of the vehicle. And the ”z” value will tell us 

how quickly the vehicle’s pointing angle is changing. This is a tremendous amount of 

information for anyone wanting to know what is happening to a vehicle as it travels 

along a road. We have been conducting a variety of tests with our instrumented vehicle 

in the last few days using this app and we hope to provide some details of that testing 

shortly. 

In the meantime, tragedies continue. 

June 3, 2013 

Is London Bridge Falling Down? 

As experts in motor vehicle accident reconstruction we do not build bridges nor are we 

in a position to determine if they are about to fall down. But we wonder… 

We have travelled northbound over the east bridge of the south branch of the Thames 

River on Veterans Memorial Parkway in London, Ontario for a number of years and we 

have never felt the bone-jolting reaction of our vehicle’s suspension to the degree that 

we suddenly did last week while driving home from out of town. It was dark and we did 

not initially appreciate what took place until we recognized that the reaction occurred as 

our vehicle passed over the south junction of the bridge. We had only passed over this 



bridge a week or so previous and never recalled any problem. A couple of days later, on 

May 31, 2013 we decided to return to the bridge to take another look in daylight hours.  

Below is a view taken from our dash mounted camera as we approached northbound 

toward the bridge. 

 

View, looking northbound along the northbound lanes of Veterans Memorial Parkway in 
London, Ontario toward the east bridge over the south branch of the Thames River on 

May 31, 2013. 

The view below is similar but taken closer toward the bridge. 
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View, looking north, from just south of the south junction of the bridge over the south 
branch of the Thames River. 

If you look to the extreme left of the photo above you might be able to see the end of the 

metal guardrail that attaches to the south end of the bridge abutment. At this precise 

location is where the south junction of the bridge deck is located but the extent of any 

drop off between the road surface and the bridge deck is difficult to detect. It was not 

until we got out of our vehicle and walked onto the bridge that the extent of the drop off 

became apparent. 

The photo below was taken when we stepped near the north end of the bridge and took 

the photo looking southward. The front end of the truck in the photo is the approximate 

location of the south junction of the bridge deck. 
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View, looking south, from the north end of the bridge, looking toward the drop off in the 
bridge deck which is located at the approximate position of the front end of the truck in 

this photo. 

Even from the distance shown in the above photo a clear line of shadow can be seen 

travelling across the lanes where the bridge junction exists and where the bridge deck 

appears to have sagged. Due to the expansion and contraction of road surfaces we 

appreciate that the bridge deck may not have sagged but the road surface may have risen 

and we are not experts in this field to know what condition actually exists. But a change 

in elevation has obviously occurred in the last week or two. 

As we reached the south bridge junction we took the photo shown below which is a view 

from the east looking across to the west along the south junction of the bridge. 

Unfortunately it is difficult to demonstrate the extent of the elevation change with these 

two-dimensional images but we saw that the drop was several inches within a span of 

only a foot or so. 
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View, looking west, from the east side of the south bridge junction. The elevation change 
between the bridge deck and road surface is difficult to demonstrate in these two-

dimensional images. 

We then crossed over to the west side of the bridge junction and took a photo looking 

east as shown below. 
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View, looking east from the west side of the bridge at the south junction of the bridge. 

From the loud booms created as large trucks passed over the elevation change we could 

confirm the extent of the elevation change. The photo below shows a closer view of the 

junction, still looking east. 
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Close-up view, looking east, of the elevation change at the bridge junction. 

Since roadway inspectors should be travelling along the road frequently due to its high 

traffic volume it would have been obvious to such an inspector that the elevation change 

has occurred quite quickly and the magnitude of the elevation change should also have 

been sensed. So we hope these persons know what they are doing. Bridges do not come 

down every day, but then again… 

Innocent Brantford Driver Gets Charged For Response Costs By 

Mississauga Fire Department “Police” 

Absurd would be a mild understatement to these facts. 

A June 3, 2013 news article by the Brantford Expositor newspaper revealed that an 

innocent driver, Kevin Maguire, had his Lincoln Navigator struck by a car that drove 

through a red traffic signal. The Mississauga fire department sent Maguire a bill of 

$277.30 for the fact that they responded to the incident. When he inquired he was told 
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that, as a “non-resident, he didn’t pay taxes in that city and therefore was not entitled to 

have fire and emergency services paid by the city”. 

The Branford Expositor revealed that this procedure in a increasing thing as 

municipalities attempt to find new revenue sources. In a 2010 survey of 80 Ontario 

municipalities the newspaper reported that 46 billed non-residents. When asked about 

the charges Mississauga Deputy Fire Chief Kevin Duffy was quoted as saying “It’s not 

new and it’s not isolated to Mississauga, it’s very common”. 

Well, we disagree. What has been going on in the last few years below the public’s radar 

in not “old hat” or acceptable. An apathetic and distracted public is prime to these types 

of unethical practices. Police departments have been slowly implementing hidden taxes 

for their services for a number of years now and we also find it unethical. If a private 

citizen were to request a police report in which they were involved in a serious, life-

threatening accident that citizen would have to pay thousands of dollars, not including 

the legal fees that might be incurred if a charge was laid against that citizen. While 

someone who can afford to drive a Lincoln Navigator might be more shielded from these 

costs there are far more drivers where these thousands of dollars in costs prohibit them 

from attaining the defense and justice that they deserve. 
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